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When Women Speak… was a colloquium that explored the place of women’s voices where Christianity, Islam and 
Missiology meet. The colloquium was held in September 2015 and brought together 28 women from more than 16 
nationalities, the gathering challenged the limits placed on women’s influence in the development of missiological 
thinking and practice in the field of mission, Islam and women. It explored the hidden voices of women at the 
intersection of the Bible, Islam and mission, and what this means for communicating with and about women. It 
examined the way messages are transmitted so that they shape and transform women and their society. It grew 
an understanding of how women within Islam hear the Good News. The colloquium provided a space for women to 
influence mission and mission strategy among followers of Islam. It brought women who follow Islam back onto the 
agenda of mission and the Church.

Th% w&k c't)u* with:

The backgr.d st0

The (pending) publication of the papers (by Regnum)

The launch of a network of women that:

 ? Shares learning

 ? Encourages and supports each other

 ? Develops and publishes resources

 ? Offers training both face-to-face and online

 ? Enables women to pursue higher studies through a scholarship fund
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A young uneducated woman, pregnant but not to her fiancé, finds her voice in Luke’s Gospel in what has become 
one of the most famous songs in history. Her song begins as she listens to God and gives herself to what He is 
calling her to. It draws richly on the scriptures, particularly on the words of another woman, recorded as part 
of God’s Word to humanity. And it goes out in creative imagining and celebration of what God will be doing in the 
world, divinely accomplished through Mary’s active agency and participation. Her name is celebrated in both 
Christianity and Islam.

God’s Word informs our reflection on God’s work in our own lives and in the world into which he calls us. Together, 
voice, obedience and action are intertwined and effective. Mary’s song soars out in praise to God, calling us also 

into obedience, action and word.

Magnificat

 ? Build on the work of When Women Speak… by providing space for women to give voice to their  
 experiences of faith and life

 ? Explore women’s expressions of negotiating life and faith in the Bible, Islam and mission

 ? Represent women’s own voices speaking rather than other voices speaking for or on behalf of them

 ? Grow our understanding of how women within Islam negotiate life and faith in the everyday

 ? Examine how women of faith give expression to the Good News in communities of women who follow Islam

The When Women Speak… website (whenwomenspeak.net) providing:

 ? A space for women’s voices

 ? A resource for exploring ministry that engages women and their particular life experience

All of this is benefiting the wider mission community and the Church.

F)d)g y1 voi3 w4:
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Women are most often spoken about or spoken for, limiting our understanding of their experiences 
of life and faith in the negotiations of the everyday. In the field of mission and Islam and women, our 
understanding is too often limited to other people’s representation of women. In Islam, women’s 
voices are often considered awrah, shameful and so should not be heard. In mission, women’s voices 
are hidden in missiologies, strategies and practices that speak for or on behalf of women.

This means that Muslim women’s encounters with the Good News do not happen in the contexts 
of their lived need in their daily negotiation of faith and life. Our theologies, missiologies, and 
mission practices are formed without women’s voices shaping expressions of God and his 
encounters with us. We need to create space for women to voice their encounters with God so 
that our ministry with Muslim women is representative of women’s described experiences.

Continuing to develop a network of women who are exploring faith, mission and encounter with Muslim 
women will provide the opportunity to hear women’s voices articulating theologies and ministry practices 
at the intersection of mission, Islam and women. Hearing women’s voices representing their own faith 
experiences and learning will offer mutual encouragement and support, and build resources that will 
be published for the benefit of the Church and wider mission community – both mission practitioners 
and academic contributors to missiology. This will ensure that women living under Islam meet Jesus 
in the reality of their daily lives and that the message is communicated effectively to them.

Rati'5e
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Outc78

Outcome 1

Women’s voices will be heard giving 
expression to life and faith at the intersection 

of Mission, Women and Islam.

Women will write and publish more of their 
experience of life and faith that connects 
them to each other and Muslim women.

Mission publications will give space to 
women’s voices expressing encounters with 

the Good News and Muslim women.

Courses will be developed and included on 
College curriculum that hear women’s experience 

of life and faith at the place of encounter 
between Muslim women and the Good News.

Outcome 2

A book published of the conference papers 
that can help women’s voices be heard in 
Mission among women who follow Islam.

Outcome 3

Missiologies, mission strategies and 
practices among Muslim peoples will 
include women’s voices exploring life, 

faith and encounter with God.

Outcome 4

The When Women Speak… network will 
be strengthened in providing space for 

women’s voices in exploring ministry foci 
in mission among followers of Islam.

=
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Ten next-generation women from diverse backgrounds with practitioner-academic interest in areas 
at the intersection of  women, mission and Islam will be invited to bring papers to the conference. 
They will be assigned an individual mentor who will work with them in developing their paper. They will 
address the topic ‘Finding your voice’ from their discipline, and will invite the other women participating 
in the conference to work with them in developing the practical application of their paper through 
workshop interactions. Presentation and workshop will encourage conversation and participation. 

The c'f9:;

Sp=>

Pr?@)A budget

Travel 
18 participants from Europe, Americas, Middle East, Asia 
(Average ticket price US$1800)

$32,400

Accommodation     
25 participants  
(US$75 x 4 nights)

$7,500

Meals 
25 participants  
(US$30 per day x 4 days)

$3,000

Transportation in Melbourne $2,500

Conference Administration $3,000

Contingency $2,600

Publication of book $2,000

TOTAL (USD) $53,000
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 Direct Deposit to: Interserve Australia, BSB: 013-225, Acct: 2971 14948, Ref:  YOUR NAME  and 1321.91  
Please also complete and return this form to Interserve Australia.

 Cheque/Money order: Please make payable to ‘Interserve Australia’.

 Credit Card  Visa  Mastercard

CARD NUMBER: EXPIRY DATE:

                 /   
NAME ON CARD: SIGNATURE:

  
NAME FOR RECEIPT:

 

NAME:

 
ADDRESS: POSTCODE:

PHONE: EMAIL:
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I would like to contribute:

Please fill in your details and payment option, then return to: 
Interserve Australia, PO Box 231, Bayswater VIC 3153 or finance@interserve.org.au

The details will be stored and used in accordance with Interserve Australia’s Privacy Policy.

D'ate

Thank yB

$

Alternatively, you can donate over the phone or online.
Visit interserve.org.au/give/donate or call 1800 067 100. 
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